McNamara’s Regrets 

■ Vocal Vietnam veterans activist Jan 
Scruggs threw down the gantlet yesterday 
to Bobert McNamara, whose new book is a 
harsh mea culpa for the Vietnam War, by 
inviting him to speak at a service at the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial on Memorial 
Day. But McNamara told The Post late 
yesterday that he won’t be there. 

“1 have a commitment to be in Japan and I 
can’t break it,” said McNamara. The author 
of “In Retroq)ect: The Tragedy and Lessons 
of Vietnam" added, however, that he’d have 
had no problem facing the crowd of veterans. 
“I’m not sure what I could add to the book, 
but I’m sure some people won’t have read 
the book, so yes, I woidd have done it.” 


Scruggs, one of the founders of the 
memorial, said yesterday that he extended 
the invitation because he thinks McNamara 
“should really look and see the people who 
went— see their faces and shake their 
hands. I think it would help him, and it 
would certainly help the country.” 
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